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www.badbetsy.com    and   www.toolittletime.net 

 

Artist description:  Delaware based singer/songwriter Iggy Taylor is "Bad Betsy".  

Music Style:   Rock / British Invasion/Spiritual / Pop / Pop country 

Musical Influences:  John Lennon, George Harrison, Mark Farner, Jimi Hendrix, Slade, Kurt Cobain, Ozzy, 

Led Zeppelin, John Fogerty, Eric Clapton, Fred Dawson,  C.S.N.and Y., Melissa Etheridge,  The Browns 

Instruments:  Vocals, Guitar, Bass, Keyboard 

Albums / CDôs: Best of Bad Betsy, Bad Betsy Again?, Media, Alter Ego, Schtuff, Rock Candy 

                                 Too Little Time Live 
 
Bursting back to the Delaware music scene in 1999 as Bad Betsy , Iggy began writing and performing his own 
songs. Independently releasing five CDôs,  Iggyôs music has been featured on local radio such as W.S.T.Wôs 
Hometown Heroes, The Sherri Mullen Show, Eartaste, Musicianôs Showcase and The Dave Gaffney Show.  
 

Recording Magazine says:  ñA sonically complex project handled quite wellò. 

 
Media coverage includes both local and national publications along with several of songs, recently being used 
in the movie ñThis Way Outò. With numerous songs having been signed to publishers or licensed for use, 
Iggyôs music continues to get noticed.  

 

                        Awards 

Won Honorable Mention in the Unisong contest: 

July 2002 

 

Won Honorable Mention in the Songlounge.com 

song contest: July 2002 

 

First place John Lennon Forum Contest 2003 

 

Placed in the top 1% out of 30,000 in the John 

Lennon Songwriting Contest: May 2004 

 

 

The Too Little Time Band: Best rock and roll band  over 50 as voted on by the listeners of WSTW. 

February  2008                                                                                

 

 
                      *Too Little Time is available for corporate or private events and concert type venues. 

 

mailto:iggy@badbetsy.com
http://www.badbetsy.com/
http://www.toolittletime.net/


Hockessin resident's song makes the 'Idol' top ten 

By: Liz Seasholtz 

Posted: 2/19/08 

At the Season Six finale of "American Idol," Jordin Sparks belted out "This Is My Now," the latest all-original tune to become the "Idol's" first single 

once the competition ended. "This Is My Now" was the winner of a nation-wide songwriter competition, yielding 40,000 entries.  

 

John "Iggy" Taylor, a Hockessin resident who entered his own song into the competition, thought his tune was seemingly lost in the musical abyss 

of "American Idol." However, little did he know that "Idol" producers had plans for his musical genius and that of several more of the overlooked 

entries. 

 

"I kind of forgot about it," Taylor says, "but then several months later I was contacted by a publisher in Hollywood that they heard my music and 

wanted to put it on an album, and I said, 'Sure.' " 

 

The 10-song album titled Hits They Missed! was released early this winter, featuring Taylor's foot-tapping tune, "My Turn This Time," a country-

sounding song about pushing forward in "a world that often says no." 

 

Taylor, who is in his 50s, has been playing piano, organ and bass guitar since he was a teenager, when he attended Claymont High School. Since 

then, he has made five albums under the one-man band of Bad Betsy. 

 

Taylor says many people think Bad Betsy is a multi-person band when, in fact, it's just him. The band name is the result of a sudden inspiration. 

 

"I had this stupid little doll sitting next to my amplifier so I named her Betsy," Taylor says. "Every time I would hit a note she would fall over for 

some reason, so I just yelled at her one day. I yelled, 'Bad Betsy!' and then I was like, 'Whoa, I need to name my band this.' " 

 

Even more interesting, the origins for his nickname, "Iggy," go back to when he was a baby.  

 

"My father named me Iggy before I was even born," Taylor says. "He didn't like everyone referring to me as 'it' so he named me Iggy." 

 

Taylor's parents were especially influential to his music career. He first started writing music because they were diagnosed with Alzheimer's 

disease. Taylor says dealing with their illnesses was difficult and to cope with his frustration and grief he turned to his high school love of music. 

 

"To put it bluntly, I was going crazy dealing with different stuff every single day," Taylor says. 

 

During this time, a friend decided to upload Taylor's music to the Internet, where his songs became popular and "the phone started ringing." Taylor 

says in the beginning, he was hesitant to distribute his music. 

 

"I was surprised and embarrassed at first," he says. "I didn't want to share my music because it was more personal. I was like, pouring my heart out, 

and I had never written a song before." 

 

When his parents passed away, Taylor was starting to make money off Internet sales of his music. He decided to donate all of it to the Alzheimer's 

Association, but problems arose after he spoke publicly against nursing homes. 

 

"Everything was going good until I went on the radio and said that nursing homes were like prisons," Taylor says. "As soon as I said that, they didn't 

want to talk to me anymore." 

 

He says Bad Betsy has received considerable recognition in the area and nationally, and chuckles while describing his most popular song. 

 

"The one that has made me the most money, it's kind of amazing, is this stupid song called 'I Like Beer,' " Taylor says. "It's all over the Internet, and 

I get paid off the different downloads. It's crazy, of all the songs, that's the one that's making me the most money." 

 

For now, Taylor is busy rocking out in Too Little Time, a band that plays in New Jersey, Delaware and Pennsylvania  
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Delaware Today Magazine December 2007      

 Of Head Bangers and Hamburgers 
A Hockessin Burger King worker lands his song on an ñAmerican Idolò CD. 

Last spring, about 38 million people tuned in to the season finale of ñAmerican 
Idol,ò the cultural juggernaut featuring an acerbic British guy yelling at a bunch of 
semi-talented young singers. 

Meanwhile, a Burger King manager from Hockessin named Iggy was just hoping 
for a shot.  

John ñIggyò Taylor, a local rocker whoôs shuffled around in a band called Too 
Little Time, entered a song he wrote into American Idolôs first songwriting contest. The winning singer would 
belt out the winning song during the finale.  

Taylor and his twangy tune, ñMy Turn This Time,ò didnôt make the cut. But his song didnôt go unnoticed. 
Oakland record label Melodies That Matter plucked the song from the ñIdolò dis pile and included it in a 
compilation CD, ñHits They Missed! ðSongs Not Fit for an Idol (Or So They Say).ò  

ñThe song is about dealing with every day,ò Taylor says. ñYou get up and hear about people being better than 
you, being prettier than you. I just wanted to say, if itôs up to me, itôs up to me.ò 

Taylor, 54, is an unapologetic headbanger, but hoped his saccharine country tune would appeal to a wider 
audience. Now it can.  

Jordin Sparks must feel totally embarrassed for having missed out. ðMatt Amis 

 
 
                                                                                       
                                                                                      John "Iggy" Taylor may not have been                                    
                                                                                      an Idol threat, but his song was scopped  
                                                                                      up by a record label from Oakland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

By Jesse Chadderdon  
Staff Reporter  
 
Posted Tuesday, October 30, 2007 | Comments  

At 53 years old, John ñIggyò Taylor had no designs on being the next American Idol. 

 

He did, however, take a shot at writing a song for the FOX reality hit.  

 

Taylor has been playing rock nô roll for 35 years, most recently under the moniker Bad Betsy. But itôs a 

country song he submitted for the showôs songwriting competition that has put him in the spotlight. 

 

Often sporting a sleeveless tee-shirt that shows off his John Lennon tattoo, itôs clear that Taylor, who 

lives in Hockessin, is a rock nô roll enthusiast through and through. But he knew that wasnôt what the 

folks at American Idol wanted to hear. 

 

ñI knew the kind of song theyôd want to use,ò he said. ñI had hooked up with one of the publishers for 

Toby Keith and he told me óyouôve got to write a country song.ôò 

 

The song, ñMy Turn This Time,ò with its slide guitar and inspirational lyrics, screams Nashville ï the 

Mecca of todayôs country music. 

 

ñIt was all about writing something that would appeal to that kind of audience,ò Taylor said. ñItôs definitely not something I would normally write.ò 

 

While ñMy Turn This Timeò wasnôt chosen from more than 40,000 entries to be sung by performers on future episodes of American Idol, it did 

catch the ear of California music producer Luanne Hunt.  

 

The song was one of 10 Hunt selected for the compilation ñHits they Missed! ï Songs Not Fit for an Idol (Or So They Say).ò A total of 13 

songwriters are featured on the disc, performing songs that range from pop to country and from folk to rhythm and blues. 

 

ñPeople are always talking to me about the lack of really great songs out there in all genres,ò said Hunt. ñBut I think this CD is proof there are 

amazingly gifted songwriters who would do very well in the marketplace if only they were given the chance.ò 

 

Proceeds from the sale of the CD, which is available exclusively online at melodiesthatmatter.com, will be donated to the Oakland School for 

the Arts in Oakland, Ca. 

 

Playing music to benefit charity is nothing new to Taylor. 

 

In 1998, Taylor moved back to Delaware to be near his ailing parents after managing a fast food restaurant in Washington, D.C. for several 

years. 

 

Later that year, one of Taylorôs family members secretly uploaded one of his songs to the popular download site MP3.com. 

 

ñBefore I knew it, I had a whole website of my music and started getting money for it,ò he said. 

 

Soon, Taylor ï who lists the Beatles, Grand Funk Railroad and Black Sabbath among his influences ï began recording as Bad Betsy, releasing 

five full-length CDs between 1999 and 2006. His debut, ñThe Best of Bad Betsyò was MP3.comôs top selling album in Delaware for eight straight 

weeks. 

 

ñI was happy for my newfound success, but I felt somehow that it was blood money,ò he said.  

 

He decided to donate all his earnings to the charity that helped his folks ï the Alzheimerôs Association. 

 

Taylor said he also played several benefit shows for the Alzheimerôs Association before they and other groups stopped accepting his donations. 

 

ñA lot of them just didnôt want to be associated with rock nô roll anymore,ò he said, although he acknowledged that his outspoken criticism of 

nursing homes may have also played a role. 

 

But now Taylor is back on the charity circuit, playing with the pop-rock band Too Little Time. 

 

ñ. Weôre not out looking for fame and fortune at this point, we just want to try to make a difference.ò 

  

 

  

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Iggy Taylor rests on his 
guitar.   
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